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www.forest.abateflorida.com

Bikers 

Dec. 2021 Volume 31 - Issue 12 

ABATE OF 
FLORIDA, INC" 
Forest Chapter

  We Support All Bikers Rights!

 ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC Forest Chapter

Monthly Meetings are held at Charlie Horse Restaurant 
2425 E. Silver Springs Blvd. Ocala Fl.34470
Serving a Wonderful $5.00 Breakfast for us.

General Meeting at 9:30AM
The First Saturday of Each Month
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 Please Support  Our Advertisers.
They Support Us.

War Horse Harley-Davidson (Page 17)
5331 N. Hwy, 441, Ocala  FL. 34475 (352-732-2488)

Nowhere Bar (Page 17)
8970 SW 27th Ave. Ocala, FL. 34476 (352-237-7970)

Ocala's Private Tutor (Page 24)
Ocalasprivatetutor@gmail.com  (352-598-8540))

Dental Implants of  Ocala (Page 24)
7550 SW 61st Ave, #2,  Ocala, Fl 34476 (352-653-2500)

Pie-O-Mine & Greens Ocala (Page 20)
4414 SW College Road, Ocala, Fl. 34474 (352-369-0369)

Ocala Car Audio (Page 18)
12 S. Pine Ave, Ocala, Fl 34471 (352-512-9897)

Daniel L,  Hightower  P.A. Lawyer (Page 16)
7 East  Silver Springs Blvd., Suite 300  Ocala, Fl 34470 (352-629-7777) 

O’Calahans (Page 15)
3155 E. Silver Springs Blvd,  Ocala, Fl 34470 (352-351-5458)

Dallas Inn (Page 19)
16860 S. HWY 301,  Summerfield, Fla. 34491 (352-245-5002)

Good Time Printing (Page 27)
1522 East Silver Springs Blvd,  Ocala, Fla 34470 (352-629-8838)

 Catus  Jack's (Page 21)
23740 Hwy, 314 East Salt Springs Fl. 23134 (352-685-2244)

  Watchdogs of Marion County  (Page19)
Bridgette C Pace "bridge" email  (bree2217@yahoo.com) (352-361-1262) 

Big Al's Barber Shop (Page 19)
418 NE 8th Ave, Ocala Fl. 34471 (352-274-3164)

  Boondocks (Page 15)
 14100 N HWY 19 @E Salt Springs Fl 32134 (352-685-6038)

c 



CHAPTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS & TRUSTEES

Have a question?
Please Call one of Us...
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
On  or by the 3rd Sat. of each month 
articles, ads, flyers, etc. Send to 
newsletter editor, or contact a board 
member.

President: John Melin......................................................................................352-318-6514
...........................................................................................................forest.abate@gmail.com
Vice President: Bridgette Pace "Bridge"........................................................352-361-1262
...............................................................................................................Bree2217@yahoo.com
Secretary: Debbie Sanderson...........................................................................352-512-1893
...............................................................................................................DPS6735@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Joe Wieland....................................................................................352-877-4764
.........................................................................................................................joejw1@aol.com
Sergeant-at-Arms: John Townsend...............................................................352-274-0818
...................................................................................................................jhtiv68@gmail.com
Membership: Holly Levan...............................................................................610-718-6017
......................................................................................................................hfweller@aol.com
Public Relations: John Townsend................................................................352-274-0818
..................................................................................................................jhtiv68@gmail.com
Legislative: Russell Pace...................................................................................352-361-1606
...........................................................................................................bikerhd777@yahoo.com
Newsletter: Joe Wieland..................................................................................352-509-0513
.........................................................................................................................joejw1@aol.com
Products: Debbie Sanderson...........................................................................352-512-1893
................................................................................................................DPS6735@yahoo.com
Safety Education: John Melin.........................................................................352-318-6514
............................................................................................................forest.abate@gmail.com
Webmaster: Russell Pace.................................................................................352-361-1606
...........................................................................................................bikerhd777@yahoo.com
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Our Monthly Newsletter is Free of Charge 
The Chapter was Formed in 1991

All items to be printed in the newsletter are due by the 3rd Saturday of the month. All 
photos become property of ABATE of FLORIDA, INC. Forest Chapter and cannot be re­ 
turned. The views and opinions expressed within this newsletter are not that of ABATE of 
FLORIDA, INC. or the Forest Chapter ABATE of FLORIDA, INC. and the Forest Chapter 
of Marion County Florida is not responsible for any activities or the contents of

 non-ABATE of FLORIDA, INC. flyers.

WHY ARE WE HERE?

The purpose of this Corporation shall be:

A) Promote motorcycle safety through education.
B) Elimination of unfair motorcycle-related legislation.
C) Protection of personal rights of all motorcyclists.
D) Improve the image of motorcyclists to the general public.
E) To provide for a Lobbyist to represent ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC., and to work with
Legislators in the interest and protection of all motorcyclist rights on the State and National
levels.

ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. DOES NOT CONDONE DRINKING AND 
RIDING. DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT 
DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES. A COPY OF THE 
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY 
CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT 
IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE 
STATE. WWW.800HELPFLA.COM 1-800-435-7352. 
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President-
I hope you are having a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Don’t 
worry about the January 1st meeting, because we canceled it.  The first one of 
the year will be in February.

We just wrapped up our Thank a Vet for Freedom Day.  This was a first for 
the chapter and despite some glitches and rain, it came out as a success.  
Thanks to our many sponsors and volunteers.

We are also having a Chapter Christmas Party.  Check out the flyer in this 
issue.

Ride safe,
John
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Posted linkon Facebo ok Page

TREASURER’S REPORT-Joe Wieland:
WEBSITE-Approval oSAFETY: Russ Pace:f  Treasurer's Report for March, April & May

Motion 2:Russ pACE
Motion 1: John Melin  Protecting your head and skin from the sun was subject of safety talk. Motion CarriedPRODUCTS:

ABATE OF FLORIDA,  INC. FOREST CHAPTER 
 Membership Meeting Minutes  

November 6, 2021
 
CALLED TO ORDER AT: 9:33am
Opened with Pledge of Allegiance and prayer

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: John Melin- Present
1.  Discussed the chapter’s support base shift in advertising, independent shops vs 
     dealerships.
2.  We will be selling Country Meats sausages.
3. Recognized members Russ and Bridgette Pace for Breast Cancer Run and Debbie 
    Sanderson for getting CMA to volunteer for Thank A Vet Day

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Bridgette Pace- Present
Nothing to report

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Debbie Sanderson- Present
Minutes for October to be approved as published in the newsletter. 
Motion made by: Mark     2nd by: Bridgette     Motion: passed

TREASURER’S REPORT: Joe Wieland- Present
Treasurer’s report for October to be approved as read.  
Motion made by: Russ    2nd by:  Al aka Lifeguard      Motion: passed

SERGEANT-AT ARMS: John Townsend – Excused

MEMBERSHIP: Holly Levan- Present
1.   211 current members ¬¬included  1renewals and  0 new for October and  4 
      delinquent.
2.   Started November with  211  members.

NEWSLETTER: Joe Wieland- Present
Starting in January using a Baxley’s as a secondary printer. 
 
PR/COMMUNICATIONS: John Townsend - Excused
                                                                                                                                           
WEBSITE: Russ Pace- Present
If members check our Facebook page, website, newsletter, and attend meetings, they 
could win prizes.

PRODUCTS: Debbie  Sanderson- Present
1.  Keep shirts on sale through November to clear inventory
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2.  New Products available Mini Flashlights and Bottle opener $3.00 or 2 for $5.00
3. All products are currently on Sale.

SAFETY: John Melin – Present
Discussed winter riding

LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Russell  Pace– Present
Motorcycle safety and awareness money HB2573.  Handout how to contact your 
local legislators to allow ABATE of Florida Inc. to use this money for education 
materials.

DELEGATES REPORT: Russell & Bridgette Pace- Present
1. Passed the hat for Boots Retirement and/or Restaurant gift cards
2.  Inventory due by next state meeting.
3.  Still working on ABATE Bill
4. Next State Meeting December 11, in Port Charlotte

OLD BUSINESS:
1.  Gave a report on Bikers Against Breast Cancer
2.  Thank a Vet for Freedom Day- 11/13
3.  Booth Teams still need volunteers, even if it is one day per year.
4.  Breakfast and Lunch at Harley 11/30
5.  Christmas Party will be at Charlie Horse on 12/10.

NEW BUSINESS:
1.  Marion County Days – March featuring vintage bikes, etc.
2.  Motorcycle Awareness Month – May Cooler Drawing
3.  Ride to the capitol Tallahassee 2/13-2/14

GOOD OF THE ORDER:
1.  Bike Night at O’Calahans- 1st Saturday 
2.  Bike Night at EDT- 2nd Saturday
3.  Cars and Coffee After Dark, 3rd Wednesday at Heathbrook by Dillards on
     200 
4.  Bike Night at Charlie Horse 3rd Saturday
5.  Next membership meeting –December 4th at 9:30am, at Charlie Horse
6.  Next BOD meeting– November 17th, 2021 at 6:30 pm at  Pie O Mine
7. Cactus Jacks 30th Anniversary today
8. Guy from War Horse Harley Toy Run/Food Drive 11/20 

50/50 Drawing won by:¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬¬ John Melin

Motion to adjourn made by: Al aka Lifeguard    2nd: Mark Hodder aka 
Senior Chief                     
MEETING ADJOURNED: 10:55am
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Membership Report

It is not too late to recruit new members and you could be the next recipient of the 
recruitment pin at the end of December.  It is simple just have the new member write 
your name on the top of the application.  If you are the member who recruited the 
most new members the pin is yours.  Recipient will be announced at the January 
meeting.  What a great way to start off 2022.   

Please welcome the following new members to Forest Chapter:  
Welcome back to Forest Chapter:
Matthew Johnson    Stan Menendez  

 The following members are coming due or are delinquent: 
November

Tom Cumby       Robert Obrien
December

Mike Bieth    Dennis Breidenstein    Kevin Coffield   Paul Holloway
Gilbert Lee    Nefty Montfort    William Suwarsky    Pia Yurs

January
Joseph ‘Rebel’ Conners    Brian George Donnelly    Francesca Echevarria

Wayne Gravett    Rita Jackson    Kathy Melin
David Schott       Michael ‘Bagger’ Themuda       John Tracz

  If you are in contact with any of the members listed above please remind them or 
have them contact me at hfweller@aol.com, 610-718-6017 (cell), or 352-877-4764 
(home) about their membership. An ABATE membership includes a free $4000 
accidental death and dismemberment policy is included. You will also receive an 
emailed chapter newsletter and many other benefits. Remember if you have any of 
your current information change, including your email address you need to fill out 
an application with your signature to be valid.  If your membership is up for renewal 
and you haven’t received your reminder letter with application or if you have paid for 
your membership and you haven’t received your new membership card please don’t 
hesitate to contact me. The bottom section is now the insurance information 
required. It is important to complete all sections to the best of your ability. If you 
would like to name more than 1 beneficiary just add the same information to the 
back of the insurance form.  Thank you for being a valued member of Forest 
Chapter. You are what help make Forest Chapter GREAT. 
Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Holly Levan Membership Trustee
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY
Please take the time to wish the following Forest Chapter members who will be 

celebrating their special day in December a Happy Birthday.
Jerry Dunn    Russell Fascenda Jr     Wilburn Hobson    Holly Levan

 Kim Morrill    Janette Sulwikowski      Parish Tanner      Bruce White

Forest Members In Our Thoughts
I believe that our Forest members have stayed on the healthy side of life this past 
month.

Did You Know………..

National Wreaths Across America started in 1992, when the Worcester Wreath 
Company in Maine had a surplus of 5,000 wreaths.  With the help of their Senators the 
wreaths were placed at Arlington National Cemetery as a patriotic gesture.  It wasn’t 
till December 13, 2008 with a unanimous congressional vote it became recognized as 
National Wreaths Across America Day.  In 2011 a series of wreath laying ceremonies at 
750 cemeteries and major battle sites------including Pearl Harbor Memorial, Bunker 
Hill, Valley Forge, and 9/11 sites was coordinated.  In 2012 A milestone was reached 
when the one millionth wreath was laid at Arlington National Cemetery.  On April 20, 
2018 the founders, Karen and Morrill Worcester, received the Congressional Medal of 
Honor Society’s Patriot Award.  The next 5 years National Wreaths Across America 
will be held on the following Saturdays:
December 18, 2021, December 17, 2022, December 16, 2023, December 21, 2024 and 
December 20, 2025.

Another Did You Know…………..

President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued a proclamation in 1941 dedicating December 
15th as Bill of Rights Day in celebration of its 150th anniversary.  Then in 2019 
President Donald Trump proclaimed December 15th as     Bill of Rights Day again 
when “we celebrate the safeguarding of our God-given rights and protecting us from 
the abuse of government power.” Also noting that “people around the world are 
empowered when human rights are protected by law.”  
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Here ya go Legislative Russell Pace

Greetings fellow members and supporters. I am passing on some great tips from our State 
VP, Darrin "Scribe" Brooks regarding the safety money bill that is now in committee.

HB 2573 - Safety Money Talking Points

Here are some detailed talking points you can use if you are talking to legislators.

These talking points will help you when talking to the legislators or other public about the 
Motorcycle Safety Awareness money that ABATE of Florida, Inc. requests each year from 
the Florida Legislature.

• Florida Motorcycle Safety Education Program:
◦ Each year when someone registers their motorcycle, they pay a mandatory

fee that goes into a “Trust Fund” to be used specifically for motorcycle safety 
awareness programs.
◦ ONLY motorcyclists pay into this “trust fund”. If you do not own a

motorcycle – you DO NOT pay into this fund.

• The fees go into the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund (Florida statute
320.08) to be implemented for motorcycle safety awareness programs (Florida 
Statute 322.025). Below is an excerpt for the law.
◦ The proceeds of such additional fee shall be deposited in the Highway

Safety Operating Trust Fund to fund a motorcycle driver improvement program 
implemented pursuant to s. 322.025, the Florida Motorcycle Safety Education 
Program established in s. 322.0255, or the general operations of the department.

• ABATE of Florida, Inc. request to use only 12% of the funds.
◦ The past several years, ABATE of Florida, Inc. has requested that a small

portion of the money be budgeted for ABATE to use to teach motorcycle safety 
awareness all across the state. ABATE of Florida, Inc. is a grassroots volunteer 
organization and that 100% of the money goes towards promoting motorcycle 
safety awareness all across the State of Florida. We have an outside auditor verify 
that all the money goes towards educating the public about motorcycle awareness.
◦ The money is used to raise the awareness of motorcycles to the driving

public all across Florida. Most likely you have seen the yellow and black “Check 
Twice For Motorcycles” signs on the back of cars and trucks. We also go into the 
high schools and speak to the students who are just getting their driver's license to 
be aware of motorcycles out on the road, however, the most effective method is to 
set up booths at community events and speak one on one to the people. Since 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. is a volunteer organization every cent goes directly to 
educating the public about motorcycle awareness.
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        ◦  When the FDOT sets up a booth at an event, they have to pay the person to 
be there, pay for their travel, hotel, meals, etc. All those expenses come out of the 
money set aside for motorcycle safety education. ABATE knows that we can spend 
the money more effectively and get a much bigger bang for the buck. The budgeted 
money comes from Florida motorcyclists, to be used by Florida Motorcyclists, to 
save the lives of all motorcyclists in Florida. Who is better at effectively teaching 
Motorcycle Safety Awareness, a motorcyclist that actually rides or a person who sits 
behind a desk and has never ridden a motorcycle?

    • HB 2573 ABATE of Florida Safety and Education by Rep. McClain.
        ◦ This year HB 2573 is requesting $300,000 out of the estimated $2.5 million 
the fees will generate. That's only 12% out of fees generated.
        ◦ In the past when ABATE of Florida, Inc. did receive the money, 
Motorcyclists deaths did decline. We are very effective at educating about 
motorcycle safety to ALL Floridians.

    • This year we are coming to you to ask for your help by getting HB 2573 passed 
and into the State Budget so that lives can be saved.

    • So what is the cost of live saving education? We say it is a small part of the 
$2.50 ONLY motorcyclists pay each year. We just need the legislature to let us use 
our own money to save lives.

Contact your State Legislators now! The proverbial squeaky wheel gets 
the grease!

Thank you! Russell "Ace" Pace Legislative Trustee Forest Chapter



Senators
District 5…………......…..Jennifer Bradley
Capitol Office (850) 487-5005
District Office (904) 278-2085
District 8…………………..…..Keith Perry
Capitol Office (850) 487-5008
District Office (353) 264-4040
District 12…………………Dennis Baxley
Capitol Office (850) 487-5012
District Office (352) 750-3133

House of Representatives
District 20………..….Yvonne Hayes Hinson
Capitol Office (850) 717-5020
District Office (352) 264-4001
District 22…………............……..Joe Harding
Capitol Office (850) 717-5022
District Office (352) 291-4436
District 23……………....…..….Stan McClain
Capitol Office (850) 717-5023
District Office (904) 278-2085
District 33…………..…….......….Brett Hage 
Capitol Office...........................(850) 717 5033
District Office..........................(352) 315 4445
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WHO YOU GONNA CALL?
A List of State Senators and Representatives for Marion County

Adam Carlisle Feb 18
Tammy Carlisle Feb 18
Nick Howard Feb 18
Rodney Howell Feb 18

Safety-
With the holidays comes holiday parties.  The population of 
impaired drivers goes way up this time of the year.  Don’t 
become one or a victim of one.  Snowbirds will also be flocking 
into the state by the thousands.  Watch out for changes in traffic 
while they are here. 

Thanks & Ride 
safe John

joe
Cross-Out
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6/1/2022

7/1/2022

Beer, Wine
Frozen Drinks

Wings, Subs, Burgers
Salads

Biker Friendly
Huge Parking

Lot

14100 N Hwy 19
Salt Springs Fl 32134

(352-685-6038)

Hours
Thur 4-11

Fri & Sat 4-12
Sun 12-7 pm

Live Music
Thur- Sun
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6/1/2022

SOME NOTABLE TRIAL RESULTS!

$9.6 MILLION VERDICT AWARDED TO INJURED MOTORCYCLIST

On November 11, 2018, Joe S. was riding his motorcycle at a lawful rate of speed south 
bound on North Citrus Avenue in Crystal River, Florida and had the right of way.  A north 
bound sport utility vehicle turned left in front of Joe S. violating his right of way. Joe S. and 
his motorcycle slammed into the passenger side of the sport utility vehicle, and he sustained 
severe facial lacerations and multiple fractures to his left arm and pelvis.  First – Responders 
called for Joe S. to be transported by Life Flight helicopter immediately to Ocala Regional 
Medical Center’s Level Two Trauma Center. Doctors and staff there saved Joe S.’s life and 
performed multiple surgeries on his face, left arm and pelvis.  After seven weeks in ORMC, 
Joe S.  was discharged home into the care of family members. His serious and permanent 
injuries have had a profoundly adverse effect on his quality of life.

Ocala personal injury and motorcycle accident lawyer, Dan Hightower, filed a negligence 
lawsuit on behalf of his client, Joe S. in Citrus County, Florida in 2019. During the week of 
February 10, 2020, Mr. Hightower tried the case in Citrus County Circuit Court.  After the 
conclusion of the trial, a verdict was rendered by the Court in favor of Joe S.  and against the 
Defendant SUV driver for $9,661,232.98.

When asked for comment on the verdict, Mr. Hightower simply said two things:  1) “Justice 
was served” and 2) “Watch out for motorcycles.”
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8970 SW 27TH AVE.
 Ocala, Fl 34476

(Owners)

Cold Beer & 
Full Liquor 
License

352-237-7970

Joyce & Woody

You Ain't been 
anywhere till you 
been to Nowhere

10/1/2022 4/1/2022
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4/1/2022
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187

nproducts.

OPEN DAILY 10am-2am
Full Liquor Bar & Package

Happy Hour Mon - Fri 4pm-7pm 

Dallas Inn
16860 S HWY 301 

Summerfield, Fla 34491
352-245-5002

Backyard BBQ'
With Live Bands,  Food Menu 

ATM Debit/Cards Cards Accepted

DAILY SPECIALS
Tues; Free Pool All Day
Wed: Free Bingo at 4pm

Fri &Sat 8pm to 12am Entertainment 

6/1/2022

8/1/2022

352-274-3164

6/1/2022
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"browbeating" its simply a message that 
your missed AND your needed! Many of 
you have work, Health or family issues 
that prevent your attendance. and like 
you your Forest Chapter BOD has all of 
those things in their life as well. We 
cover for one another in times of need 
and we have had a great BOD team 
working for you in the past couple of 
years. I'm a straight shooter -- so I have a 
question for you... What keeps you from 
making your Forest Chapter of ABATE a 
priority in attendance? I can take the 
heat if this note gets up your crawl 
because its more important to know how 
we can build attendance and see our 
Brothers & Sisters in attendance. We 
need you all, not just with your 
important membership of this grass 
roots legislative Motorcyclist's rights 
mission but because we ARE Brothers 
and Sisters that need to form unity and 
maintain unity.. So, come to the General 
Meetings and stick around afterward to 
socialize. Come to the events and 
participate so your BOD and the few 
proud ABATE Members have some 
help. Our upcoming Event Planning 
Meeting is July 15th @ 4pm at Russ & 
Bridge's house 2217 NE 36th Place, 
Ocala, Florida 34479. 352-361-1262. 
Bring your 

Pie-O-Mine & Greens Ocala
4414 SW College Road
Ocala, Florida 34474

352-369-0369

OPEN
 Mon-Thurs 11AM to 8PM
Fri-Sat 11AM to 8:30PM

Sun 11AM to 8PM

4/1/2022
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Thank a Vet for Freedom Day
Light rains didn’t stop a mixed crowd of Veterans Village residents, veterans, 
citizens, motorcycle club members, and volunteers from having a good day.  
Over 200 people attended our Thank a Vet for Freedom.  Cars, trucks, jeeps, 
bikes, mobility scooters,  golf carts, and walkers were moving people around 
the 47 acre facility.  We raised over six thousand dollars for the Veterans 
Village and had a good time doing it.  Here are some pictures of the day.
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2/1/2022

3/1/2022
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