May 2021  ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC" Forest Chapter Volume 31 - Issue 5

Monthly Meetings are held at Charlie Horse Restaurant
2425 E. Silver Springs Blvd. Ocala FI.34470
Serving a Wonderful $5.00 Breakfast for us.

General Meeting at 9:30AM
The First Saturday of Each Month

www.forest.abateflorida.com We Support All Bikers Rights!
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Please Support Our Advertisers.
They Support Us.

War Horse Harley-Davidson (Page 17)
5331 N. Hwy, 441, Ocala FL. 34475 (352-732-2488)
Nowhere Bar (Page 17)

8970 SW 27th Ave. Ocala, FL. 34476 (352-237-7970)
Ocala’s Private Tutor (Page 23)
Ocalasprivatetutor@gmail.com (352-598-8540))
Dental Implants of Ocala (Page 23)

7550 SW 61st Ave, #2, Ocala, Fl 34476 (352-653-2500)
Pie-O-Mine & Greens Ocala (Page 20)

4414 SW College Road, Ocala, Fl. 34474 (352-369-0369)
Ocala Car Audio (Page 18)

12 S. Pine Ave, Ocala, Fl 34471 (352-512-9897)
Daniel L, Hightower P.A. Lawyer (Page 13)

7 East Silver Springs Blvd., Suite 300 Ocala, Fl 34470 (352-629-7777)
O’Calahans (Page 24)

3155 E. Silver Springs Blvd, Ocala, Fl 34470 (352-351-5458)
Dallas Inn (Page 19)

16860 S. HWY 301, Summerfield, Fla. 34491 (352-245-5002)
Good Time Printing (Page 27)

1522 East Silver Springs Blvd, Ocala, Fla 34470 (352-629-8838)
Catus Jack's (Page 21)

23740 Hwy, 314 East Salt Springs Fl. 23134 (352-685-2244)
Watchdogs of Marion County (Pagel9)

Bridgette C Pace "bridge” email (bree2217@yahoo.com) (352-361-1262)
CG Paint Worx LLC (Page 17)

3431 NW 27th Ave Ocala, Fl 34475 (352-414-6993)
Charlie Horse (Page 26)

2426 E. Silver Springs Blvd Ocala, FL 34470 (352-622-4050)
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Have a question?
Please Call one of Us...

CHAPTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS & TRUSTEES

President: JORN Melin........cocoovveieviiiriecieeecrceceeereeeereeree e 352-318-6514
........................................................................................................... forest.abate@gmail.com
Vice President: Bridgette Pace "Bridge".........ccccccevivemrernnienicinicinncennen. 352-361-1262
............................................................................................................... Bree2217@yahoo.com
Secretary: Petra NelSON.......ocoveeueiririniieeierireeeer ettt 352-207-4544
....................................................................................................... Petranelson15@gmail.com
Treasurer: Joe Wieland..........ccoooveieiiericeiinecicceceeceeeeeeree e evenne 352-877-4764
......................................................................................................................... joejwl@aol.com
Sergeant-at-Arms: Greg Smale...........cccoveeiniernicenienicreeceeeeneaenne 352-812-8766
...................................................................................................... gsmalerest123@gmail.com
Membership: Holly Levan..........ccccccvcuvveinininicinicincenccsiceeceeeenenens 610-718-6017
...................................................................................................................... hfweller@aol.com
Public Relations: Ray Thomas.........c.ccccceviveunnieinicinincnicicrceceneeens 352-556-0790
.................................................................................................................... rthomas53@att.net
Legislative: Russell Pace........ccocoeeuiiriniiiieiniieccieneeeeseeee e, 352-361-1606
........................................................................................................... bikerhd777@yahoo.com
Newsletter: Joe Wieland.........c.oooiveieriieieeiciecieeeceeeeeeeeereeereress e 352-509-0513
......................................................................................................................... joejwl@aol.com
Products: Debbie Sanderson...........cccccvcivicicininiciniscecies 352-512-1893
................................................................................................................ DPS6735@yahoo.com
Safety Education: John Melin.........ccocoveieirnininiinninincceierinceee e 352-318-6514
............................................................................................................ forest.abate@gmail.com
Webmaster: Russell Pace..........cccoviiiiiciiicccccees 352-361-1606
........................................................................................................... bikerhd777@yahoo.com
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:

On or by the 3rd Sat. of each month
articles, ads, flyers, etc. Send to
newsletter editor, or contact a board
member.
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Our Monthly Newsletter is Free of Charge
The Chapter was Formed in 1991

All items to be printed in the newsletter are due by the 3rd Saturday of the month. All
photos become property of ABATE of FLORIDA, INC. Forest Chapter and cannot be re-
turned. The views and opinions expressed within this newsletter are not that of ABATE of
FLORIDA, INC. or the Forest Chapter ABATE of FLORIDA, INC. and the Forest Chapter
of Marion County Florida is not responsible for any activities or the contents of

non-ABATE of FLORIDA, INC. flyers.

WHY ARE WE HERE?
The purpose of this Corporation shall be:
A) Promote motorcycle safety through education.
B) Elimination of unfair motorcycle-related legislation.
C) Protection of personal rights of all motorcyclists.
D) Improve the image of motorcyclists to the general public.

E) To provide for a Lobbyist to represent ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC., and to work with
Legislators in the interest and protection of all motorcyclist rights on the State and National
levels.

ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. DOES NOT CONDONE DRINKING AND
RIDING. DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT
DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES. A COPY OF THE
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY
CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT
IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE
STATE. WWW.S800HELPFLA.COM 1-800-435-7352.
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President-

May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month. Forest Chapter will have received
proclamations by Marion County and most of the incorporated areas of Marion
County by the time you are reading this.

The world north of us is shoveling the last snow and dragging bikes out of storage
while we have been riding all year. This month is a reminder of what should occur all

year for us; WATCH FOR MOTORCYCLES and motorcyclist ride safely.

May is a good time for us to freshen our skills by attending formal motorcycle
training. See the safety section for mor information.

May you have a safe Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month,
John
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ABATE OF FLORIDA,
INC. FOREST CHAPTER
Membership Meeting Minutes
April 3, 2021

CALLED TO ORDER AT: 0930
Opened with Pledge of Allegiance and prayer
Asked to keep Mike Sabino’s family in our thoughts for his passing.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: John Melin-present

1. Discussion on elections.

2. Recognized Chelsea and Bridgette Pace for 30th logo design.

3. Informed members that Forest was a big winner at the Clubs & Casino Day at
War Horse, for the Boys and Girls Club.

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Bridgette Pace-present
1. No report

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Petra Nelson-excused

Minutes for March to be approved as published in the newsletter.
Motion made by: John T. 2nd by: Greg. Motion approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Joe Wieland-present
Treasurer’s report for March to be approved as read.
Motion made by: Al and 2nd: by Terry. Motion approved.

SERGEANT-AT ARMS: Greg Smale-present
1. Showed new banners.
2. Tents also purchased and the tops are being printed.

MEMBERSHIP: Holly Levan-present

Membership for the end of March is 187. We had 8 new members and 8 renewals.
1. The first Recruiting pin was awarded to Bridgette.

2. Reviewed membership incentives for XXXth Anniversary.

3. Weare still trying to reach the chapter goal of 200 members.

4. Welcomed guests

NEWSLETTER: Joe Wieland-present

1 Pie-O-Mine is a new advertiser paid for a full page for a year
2. 2 renewals due: CG Paint Worx and War Horse Harley-Davidson
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PR/COMMUNICATIONS: Ray Thomas-present
1. Passed out 2021 Proclamation schedules
2. Discussed 2021 sign contest again for local businesses

WEBSITE: Russ Pace-excused
1. Website is up to date except for state links.

SAFETY: John Melin-present

1. We are still seeking volunteers to become MSAP Instructors

2. Finished the Pillars of Safe Motorcycle Riding — Self Development
3. Ride SMART - Gainesville May 15, 2021

PRODUCTS: Debbie Sanderson-present
1. 30th Anniversary products revealed T-shirts are $20
2. Special-Hang up and drive T-shirts $15 for April

LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Russell Pace-excused

1. Our state legislators have been invited to the April State meeting
2. Safety Money-HB-2489, by McCain passed first committee

3. VRU-SB-278 by Baxley/HB 1643 by McClain

DELEGATES REPORT: John Melin & Ray Thomas-present
1. No Report

OLD BUSINESS:

1. 30th Anniversary events reviewed

2. Volunteers needed for the April State Meeting

3. Cooler items are still needed

4. Event planning meeting will be in 5/2/2021 at John’s house
5. Boys’ & Girls’ Club event 4/16/2021 at War Horse

NEW BUSINESS:
1. None

GOOD OF THE ORDER:

Bike Night at O’Calahans

Speedy’s Run - 4/11/2021

Reps from Elks Club shared their event - 4/24/2021

Moose Lodge in Belleview has bike fest — 4/25/2021

Jason White spoke about Warrior Wheels/Birdwell Foundation

AN

Also gave out gift cards to some lucky members.

Guy from Warhorse advised if any problems at either dealership, contact him.
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7. 2 -5 day pass for Angel City in Georgia donated by Bridgette Pace

8. Jason Melton promotion giving away a motorcycle.

Next membership meeting - May 1 at 9:30am, at Charlie Horse
Next BOD meeting— April 22 at 7:00pm at Wayne Gravatt’s car lot.
50/50 Drawing: Won by Frankie — donated back to ABATE.

Supervisor of Elections - Greg Smale took 1st round of nominations
The following people accepted:

President

John Melin

Vice President
Bridgette Pace
Secretary

Debbie Sanderson
Sergeant-at-arms
Terry Schroth
Treasurer

Joe Wieland

Public Relations

John Townsend
Membership
Holly Levan
Products

Debbie Sanderson
Edie Parnell
Chelsea Pace
Website

Russ Pace

Delegates

John Townsend
John Melin
Bridgette Pace
Legislative
Russ Pace

John Townsend
Newsletter

Joe Wieland
Safety

John Melin
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Congratulations to Bridgette Pace the first recipient of the recruitment pin. You too
can earn a recruitment pin by being the member who recruits the most new
members in a quarter. Just have the new member write your name on the top of
their application. You will also be helping the chapter reach our goal of 200
members. We will be presenting the pin after each quarter is completed to one
individual.

Membership:

Please welcome the following new members to Forest Chapter:
Shance Burchill Donald Frisbie =~ Paul Jones  Michael McKinney
Guy Manogello David Morrill Kim Morrill ~ Karen Spata

Mark Spata John White

Please welcome back the following members:
Theresa Fondren  Rick Shalander
The following members are coming due or are delinquent:
MAY
Barb Amling Richard Amling Wendy Bates

JUNE
Petra Nelson  Edie Parnell Ray Thomas

If you are in contact with members listed above please remind them or have them contact me
at hfweller@aol.com, 610-718-6017 (cell),or 352-877-4764 (home) about their membership.
Remember with an ABATE membership a free $4000 accidental death and dismemberment
policy is included. Along with the master link newsletter, an emailed chapter newsletter and
many other benefits. Let’s all continue to help Forest Chapter grow. If your membership is up
for renewal and you haven’t received your reminder letter with application or if you have paid
for your membership and you haven’t received your new membership card please don’t hesitate
to contact me. Please take note the application has been changed by the state membership. The
bottom section is now the insurance information in place of the yellow cards. It is important to
complete all sections to the best of your ability. As a friendly reminder remember all
applications, change of information and change of chapter forms must have a signature to be
valid.

Holly Levan Membership Trustee
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Legislative Report

Greetings Fellow Members and Supporters! Here are some Florida Legislative updates.

The 2021 Legislative Session convened on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 and is scheduled to
conclude on Friday, April 30, 2021

Current updates on the VRU and Safety Money Bills as of April 12th 2021
$B278 introduced by Senator Baxley - Traffic Offenses; Creating the “Vulnerable
Road User Act”; providing criminal penalties for a person who commits a moving
violation that causes serious bodily injury to, or causes the death of, a vulnerable road
user; requiring that the person who commits the moving violation pay a specified fine,
serve a minimum period of house arrest, and attend a driver improvement course;
requiring that the court revoke the person’s driver license for a minimum specified
period, etc.

Effective Date: 10/1/2021 (if passed)
Last Action: 3/2/2021 Senate - Introduced -SJ 57 (Appropriations)

HB1643 introduced by Representative McClain - Violations Against Vulnerable Road
Users: Provides criminal penalties for person who commits moving violation that
causes serious bodily injury to or death of vulnerable road user; requires person to pay
specified fine, serve minimum period of house arrest, & attend driver improvement
course; requires court to revoke person's driver license for minimum specified period;
defines "vulnerable road user."

Effective Date: July 1, 2021 (if passed)

Last Event: Now in Criminal Justice & Public Safety Subcommittee on Friday, March
5,2021 4:40 PM

HB2489 introduced by Representative McClain - Abate of Florida Safety &
Education, Inc.: Provides an appropriation for the Abate of Florida Safety &
Education, Inc. (Safety Money)

Effective Date: July 1, 2021 (if passed)

Last Event: Now in Appropriations Committee on Wednesday, March 17, 2021 2:26
PM

Other Legislation passed by Senate during this session:

April 8, 2021 - Legislation to Modernize, Safeguard the Florida Retirement System
April 8, 2021 - Legislation to Improve Career Planning Opportunities in Higher
Education

April 7, 2021 - Expedite Water Storage North of Lake Okeechobee

April 7, 2021 - Comprehensive Plan to Invest in Florida’s Infrastructure

April 7, 2021 - Legislation to Stabilize Florida’s Property Insurance Market

Thank you for your continued support! Stay informed, be proactive and live free!
Russ “Ace” Pace - Legislative Trustee Forest Chapter
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WHO YOU GONNA CALL?

A List of State Senators and Representatives for Marion County

Senators House of Representatives
District 5..c.cvveiiiiiiiiiinenn Rob Bradley  District 20....................Clovis Watson Jr.
Capitol Office (850) 487-5005  Capitol Office (850) 717-5020
District Office (904) 278-2085  District Office (352) 264-‘;001
e : District 22..............cc.c..ee........Joe Harding
glst.ncf gff ..................... 8 SOK?EE}; Igggrg Capitol Office (850) 717-5025
apitol Sitice (850) 487- District Office (352) 291-4436
District Office (353) 264-4040 District 23 Stan McClain
Dist.rict 120, Dennis Baxley Capitol Office (850) 717-5023
Capitol Office (850) 487-5012  Djstrict Office (904) 278-2085
District Office (352) 750-3133  District 33............cc.................Brett Hage
Capitol Office.......coevvuuereuucunee (850) 717 5033
District Office.....cccvurerrerrerennnne (352) 315 4445
Safety-

Motorcycle safety is not a responsibility that is carried only by enclosed vehicle drivers.
We as motorcyclists are responsible for our own safety.

May is the perfect time for us to refresh our riding skills. On May 15th, The
Gainesville Police Department will be putting on the FREE, Ride SMART, motorcycle
safety course. We would like to see all of our Forest Chapter members attend this
course. Itis not an ABATE event, but it would increase our skills across the chapter.
Pre-register and get more information at: SMART Motorcycle Safety Cource
(gainesvillepd.org) . Do it today to ensure a spot in the course. Did I mention that it is
FREE?

Thanks & Ride safe
John
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XXXth Anniversary Recap-

Forest Chapter had a full month of events and activities during its 30th anniversary
month. It started at our chapter meeting with the unveiling of the 30th anniversary
logo and release of new t-shirts. Thank-you to Chelsea for her artwork. Our
secretary, Petra and Wildman got married the next day. Congratulations.

We ate lots of cake at Ocalahans’ Bike Night and again with ice cream at the State
Meeting in Ft McCoy. We squeezed in an impromptu ride with some members of the
state board on Friday before the meeting. We also accepted proclamations from
around the county. Our Poker Run was almost rained out, but the skies parted and
let us ride. We even hit the airwaves on WOCA-The Source radio.

As I am writing, we still have the pizza fundraiser at our new advertiser, Pie-O-Mine
and the Elk’s Lodge’s Bloody Mary’s, Bikes, and BBQ event. We may have to get
those pictures next month. Here are some pictures from our 30th...
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INJURED MOTORCYCLIST AWARDED A $9.6 MILLION
VERDICT

On November 11, 2018, Joe S. was riding his motorcycle at a lawful rate of
speed south bound on North Citrus Avenue in Crystal River, Florida and
had the right of way. A north bound sport utility vehicle turned left in front
of Joe S. violating his right of way. Joe S. and his motorcycle slammed into
the passenger side of the sport utility vehicle and he sustained severe facial
lacerations and multiple fractures to his left arm and pelvis. First -
Responders called for Joe S. to be transported by Life Flight helicopter
immediately to Ocala Regional Medical Center’s Level Two Trauma Center.
Doctors and staff there saved Joe S.’s life and performed multiple surgeries
on his face, left arm and pelvis. After seven weeks in ORMC, Joe S. was
discharged home into the care of family members. His serious and
permanent injuries, have had a profoundly adverse effect on his quality of
life.

Ocala personal injury and motorcycle accident lawyer, Dan Hightower, filed
a negligence lawsuit on behalf of his client, Joe S. in Citrus County, Florida
in 2019. During the week of February 10, 2020, Mr. Hightower tried the case
in Citrus County Circuit Court. After the conclusion of the trial, a verdict
was rendered by the Court in favor of Joe S. and against the Defendant SUV
driver for $9,661,232.98.

When asked for comment on the verdict, Mr. Hightower simply said two
things: 1) “Justice was served” and 2) “Watch out for motorcycles.”

Daniel L. Hightower,
Lawyer

6/1/2021
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BEWARE OF WET RIDING CONDITIONS

Be alert of dangerous road conditions in order to navigate the streets safely

Reduced Traction

Rain unveils oils that create slippery, wet surfaces that reduces
the traction on your tires. Try to avoid riding on painted lines,
manheole covers, tar snakes, puddles, and metal crossings.
When possible, ride behind the vehicle's tire tracks, as they
have already propelled some of the water away and allow you
the gain better traction.

Obscured Obstacles

Abundant rainfall can obscure potholes and uneven surfaces
on the road that can be hazardous to your safety. Slow down
as much as possible, squeeze your clutch, and coast through
the puddie. At higher speed conditions, try to maintain your
speed and avoid abrupt changes as it can reduce the traction
of your motarcycle.

Decreased Visibility

Visibility is reduced for both motorcyclists and vehicles while
riding in the rain. Consider wearing reflective and/or bright-colored
riding gear to increase your visibility in the road. Adjust accordingly
to weather conditions and practice riding defensively.

Increase Braking Distance

Braking distance should be increased due to the lack of traction
on the wet roads. Ride as vertical as possible to allow your tires
to have the best contact path with the road. While braking, apply
a lighter application to the front brakes.

Lightning
If lightning strikes during your ride, find an indoor rest stop

immediately and wait it out. Riding in the elements on a metal
contraption during a thunderstorm is asking for trouble!

YOU'RE READY TO GO

RIDE SAFELY!
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3/1/2021

10/1/2021 3/1/2021
You Ain't been
anywhere till you
been to Nowhere

Page 17



4/1/2022
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DAILY SPECIALS
Tues; Free Pool All Day
Wed: Free Bingo at 4pm
Fri &Sat 8pm to 12am Entertainment

7/1/2021

6/1/2021

Backyard BBQ'
With Live Bands, Food Menu
ATM Debit/Cards Cards Accepted
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4/1/2022

Pie-O-Mine & Greens Ocala
4414 SW College Road
Ocala, Florida 34474
352-369-0369
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2/1/2022
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Congratulations to Petra Nelson, (Forest Chapter Secretary) & Wildman Suwarsky as
they become Mr & Mrs on April 4th 2021.

1/1/2021

3/1/2022
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6/01/21

Mon - Thur Fri - Sat
11 am - 10pm llam - 11pm
LIVE MUSIC
Thur,Fri & Sat Nights
3155 E. Silver Springs Blvd Ocala, F1.34470
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11/1/2021

FREE
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1 May
1 May
1 May
2 May
4 May
6 May
8 May
9 May
16 May
16 May
17 May
20 May
22 May
31 May
1 June
1 June
12 June
17 June
20 June

Chapter Meeting

CMA Run for the Son

Ocalahan’s Bike Night

Event Planning Meeting

Belleview City Council Proclamation
Reddick Town Council Proclamation

Polk County Chapter Skills on Wheels
Mother’s Day

Car, Truck, & Bike Festival for Boys & Girls Club
Bikers Count

Tax Day

BOD Meeting

Lake County Chapter Can You See Me Now Ride
Memorial Day

Chapter Meeting

Ocalahan’s Bike Night

State Meeting- St Augustine

BOD Meeting

Father’s Day


joe
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