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www.forest.abateflorida.com

Bikers 

Volume 32 - Issue 4 

  We Support All Bikers Rights!

April 2022 ABATE OF FLORIDA INC, Forest Chapter

Monthly Meetings are held at Charlie Horse 
Restaurant 2425 E. Silver Springs Blvd. Ocala Fl.34470

General Meeting at 9:30AM
The First Saturday of Each Month
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 Please Support  Our Advertisers.
They Support Us.

War Horse Harley-Davidson (Page 17)
5331 N. Hwy, 441, Ocala  FL. 34475 (352-732-2488)

Nowhere Bar (Page 17)
8970 SW 27th Ave. Ocala, FL. 34476 (352-237-7970)

Ocala's Private Tutor (Page 24)
Ocalasprivatetutor@gmail.com  (352-598-8540))

Dental Implants of  Ocala (Page 24)
7550 SW 61st Ave, #2,  Ocala, Fl 34476 (352-653-2500)

Pie-O-Mine & Greens Ocala (Page 20)
4414 SW College Road, Ocala, Fl. 34474 (352-369-0369)

Ocala Car Audio (Page 18)
12 S. Pine Ave, Ocala, Fl 34471 (352-512-9897)

Daniel L,  Hightower  P.A. Lawyer (Page 16)
7 East  Silver Springs Blvd., Suite 300  Ocala, Fl 34470 (352-629-7777) 

O’Calahans (Page 15)
3155 E. Silver Springs Blvd,  Ocala, Fl 34470 (352-351-5458)

Dallas Inn (Page 19)
16860 S. HWY 301,  Summerfield, Fla. 34491 (352-245-5002)

Good Time Printing (Page 27)
1522 East Silver Springs Blvd,  Ocala, Fla 34470 (352-629-8838)

 Catus  Jack's (Page 21)
23740 Hwy, 314 East Salt Springs Fl. 23134 (352-685-2244)

  Watchdogs of Marion County  (Page19)
Bridgette C Pace "bridge" email  (bree2217@yahoo.com) (352-361-1262) 

Big Al's Barber Shop (Page 19)
418 NE 8th Ave, Ocala Fl. 34471 (352-274-3164)

  Boondocks (Page 15)
 14100 N HWY 19 @E Salt Springs Fl 32134 

Fast Air Repair, LLC (Page 22)
11040 SW Highway 484  (352-234-4701)

Dunnellon,FL 34432

c 



CHAPTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS & TRUSTEES

Have a question?
Please Call one of Us...
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
On  or by the 2nd Sat. of each 
month articles, ads, flyers, etc. Send 
to newsletter editor, or contact a 
board member.

President: John Melin......................................................................................352-318-6514
...........................................................................................................forest.abate@gmail.com
Vice President: Bridgette Pace "Bridge"........................................................352-361-1262
...............................................................................................................Bree2217@yahoo.com
Secretary: Debbie Sanderson...........................................................................352-512-1893
...............................................................................................................DPS6735@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Joe Wieland....................................................................................352-877-4764
.........................................................................................................................joejw1@aol.com
Sergeant-at-Arms: Joe Kramer..............................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................
Membership: Holly Levan...............................................................................610-718-6017
......................................................................................................................hfweller@aol.com
Public Relations: Russell Pace......................................................................352-361-1606
..........................................................................................................bikerhd777@yahoo.com
Legislative: Russell Pace...................................................................................352-361-1606
...........................................................................................................bikerhd777@yahoo.com
Newsletter: Joe Wieland..................................................................................352-509-0513
.........................................................................................................................joejw1@aol.com
Products: Debbie Sanderson...........................................................................352-512-1893
................................................................................................................DPS6735@yahoo.com
Safety Education: John Melin.........................................................................352-318-6514
............................................................................................................forest.abate@gmail.com
Webmaster: Russell Pace.................................................................................352-361-1606
...........................................................................................................bikerhd777@yahoo.com
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Our Monthly Newsletter is Free of Charge 
The Chapter was Formed in 1991

All items to be printed in the newsletter are due by the 3rd Saturday of the month. All 
photos become property of ABATE of FLORIDA, INC. Forest Chapter and cannot be re­ 
turned. The views and opinions expressed within this newsletter are not that of ABATE of 
FLORIDA, INC. or the Forest Chapter ABATE of FLORIDA, INC. and the Forest Chapter 
of Marion County Florida is not responsible for any activities or the contents of

 non-ABATE of FLORIDA, INC. flyers.

WHY ARE WE HERE?

The purpose of this Corporation shall be:

A) Promote motorcycle safety through education.
B) Elimination of unfair motorcycle-related legislation.
C) Protection of personal rights of all motorcyclists.
D) Improve the image of motorcyclists to the general public.
E) To provide for a Lobbyist to represent ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC., and to work with
Legislators in the interest and protection of all motorcyclist rights on the State and National
levels.

ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. DOES NOT CONDONE DRINKING AND 
RIDING. DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT 
DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES. A COPY OF THE 
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY 
CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT 
IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE 
STATE. WWW.800HELPFLA.COM 1-800-435-7352. 
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President-
Wow, time is flying by.  Bike Week 2022 is past use and we are in the spring 
already.  Next month is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month.  We will be 
receiving proclamations this month from our local officials.  You are 
encouraged to attend the meetings and be a part of this.

We will be running our Motorcycle Safety Sign Contest during May.  April is 
the time to inform local businesses about the contest.

We will also be giving away our cooler at Ocalahan’s Bike Night on May 7th.  
The tickets are selling well.  If you need tickets to sell, contact Joe Wieland.

April is also our first round of nominations.  Are you ready to take a leading 
role in your chapter?   

Ride safe,
John
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Posted linkon Facebo ok Page

TREASURER’S REPORT-Joe Wieland:
WEBSITE-Approval oSAFETY: Russ Pace:f  Treasurer's Report for March, April & May

Motion 2:Russ pACE
Motion 1: John Melin  Protecting your head and skin from the sun was subject of safety talk. Motion CarriedPRODUCTS:

                                                                                                                             

ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. FOREST CHAPTER 
Membership Meeting Minutes

March 5, 2022

CALLED TO ORDER AT: 9:27am

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: John Melin- Excused

Vice President's Report: Bridgette Pace- Present
Discussed texting Members to remind them of upcoming General Meeting. John will 
get the info for texting program, so it is not a group message to all our Members with 
shared information.

Secretary's Report: Debbie Sanderson- Present
Minutes for February approved as published in the Newsletter: 
Motion made by: Bruce  2nd by: Jerry Motion: PASSED.

Treasurer's Report: Joe Wieland- excused
Treasury Report for February presented by Holly and approved.
Motion made by: Russ  2nd by: Stan  Motion PASSED.

Sergeant - At Arms: Joe Kramer- Present
No Report.

Membership: Holly Levan- Present
Started February with 207, 23 Members due at the end of February., We have had 3 
New Members and 4 Renewal Members.  12 members will expire at the end of 
March. 
Ways to receive the membership Pin. 1. Get the highest number of new members by 
the end of the quarter. 2. Bring back the most previous members. 

Newsletter: JoeWieland- Excused
1. New printer needs newsletter entries by 2nd Saturday of the month.
2. Need to get in touch with T at Warhorse to complete ad change.

PR/ Communications: Russ Pace- Present

Website: Russ Pace- Present

Products: Debbie Sanderson - Present
1. New product for sale, Pocket knife selling for $5.00 each.
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Safety: John Melin- excused
Remind everyone at the General Meeting about Bike Week safety.

Legislative Report: Russ- Present
1.VRU Bill- HB 743/SB 1252 Dead. Suggest we start earlier in the summer trying to get bill 
read.
2.Safety Money- HB2573 not dead yet but slim chance.
3.Repoirt on Freedom Rally Trip at General Meeting
a) we need to work on Bills earlier. b) change our strategy.

Delegate's Report: John & Bridgette- Present
1. Richard Hillsborough Chapter President and founder of Spooks & Scoots passed away.
2.Nominations for State BOD were taken- so far only current BOD is running with the State 
Secretary undecided. Nominations continue next meeting ask at General meeting are there 
any nominati9ons from our chapter that needs to be taken to State (?).
3. Forest donated the $1,000 to the Safety and Education for Safety Products. Doc and BOD 
said "Thank You" to Forest Chapter.
4. Thanks from Boots for the gift cards for her retirement. - we sent $75.00 with a Thank You 
card.
5.Send Darrin the names of Pro-ABATE Legislators. He knows ours because they are the 
Sponsors of our Bills.

Old Business: 
1. Booth Teams still need volunteers.
2. Report on WarHorse ABATE Appreciation Day that was 2/20/22.
3. Report on Chili CookOff. Overall it was a good day.
4. March 19 Picnic at Veteran's Village, ABATE will be recognized as largest 
contributor. We need a head count from General Meeting of attendees for their food 
count(?). We have golf tourney forms for Veteran's Village fundraising too.
5.Cooler Drawing tickets available.
6. Proclamation’s work starts this month. 
7. FB contest to recommend places to go during bike week, so far we have one 
participant- Dave Morrill. Winner to be announced at the April General Meeting. 
8. Sign Contest in May. John will have the letter next meeting for members to recruit 
businesses to put Motorcycle Safety Slogans on their marquees or windows. 
businesses with the most votes wins free advertising again.
9. March 26th 8am for Volunteers and show bikes Marion County Day Booth- notify 
John if your bringing a bike. 8am - 2pm. at Government complex. ** If any Members 
would like to donate spray foam for this event, please see John.

New Business:
1. State Gun Drawing Tickets will be available in May to sell - see John if you want 
them earlier.
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Good of The Order: 
1. BikeNite @ Ocalahans 1st Saturdays. Russ and Bridge have March for John, 
2. BikeWeek March 4th - 14th 2022
3.Ride for Ox May 14th
4. MUGS for Autism Poker Run/ Golf Scramble April 2nd & 3rd.
5. Parrish Tanner – Running for School Board. April 30 will be involved with a fund 
raiser for the Boys and Girls Club at War Horse Harley.
7. Member Wayne spoke about fundraiser for a local 4 year old with Autism, raising money 
for a new stroller. Nowhere bar March 6, 2022 at 1:00pm.
8.Next Membership Meetings:  April 2nd  @ 9:30am  Charlie Horse on the deck.
9. Next BOD Meeting TBA by John.@ Pie O' Mine Restaurant
10.50/50 Winner Sargent of Arms Joe, Donated back 

11. Motion to adjourn General Meeting Motion to Adjourn:  Jerry    2nd 
by:  Joe   Time:  10:32am
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Membership Report   

Please welcome the following new members to Forest Chapter: 
Welcome Back to Forest Chapter:

Jeannette Berry Foster    Paul Holloway    Russ Sharp 
Sheila Hartman    Richard Hartman    Wayne Foster   James MacDonald

Welcome to Forest Chapter:
Patricia Edwards    Shirley Emery    Gary Cruz    Isreael Perez    Mike Novella

Juan Torres    Lisa Franck   Justin  James    Dan Upton    Tom Antor    David Ewald
Nancy Thrower   Joseph DeMari Jr    Jerome Kral    Dennis Nelson  

Daniel Coyne Jr    Mary Coyne       
 The following memberships have expired, are delinquent or are due: 

 February
    Margo Bass    Mark Bass Sr        James Dalke     Clyde Endicott

   James Floyd    Diana Gunn   Teresa Hicks   Larry Johnson    
 Mary Ann Johnson   Clinton Schweers    Roy Stanard   Shawn Waddington  

March
James Brewer    Brian Denham    Christine Denham    Donald Frisbie 
Rosemary Lapanne    Maryanne Orloff    Michael Orloff    Mark Sears
Sheryl Somec Brenner    Karen Spata    Mark Spata    Kirby Weibley 

April
Shance Burchill   Dawn Renee Bye    Robin Cruit     Theresa Fondren    Paul Jones

Michael McKinney    Guy Mongello    David Morrill    Kim Morrill    Zachary Prine
Rick Shalander    Jason White    Joseph Wieland

 If you are in contact with any of the members listed above please remind them or have them 
contact me at hfweller@aol.com, 610-718-6017 (cell), or 352-877-4764 (home) about their 
membership. An ABATE membership includes a free $4000 AD&D policy is included. You 
will also receive an emailed chapter newsletter and many other benefits. Remember if you 
have any of your current information change, including your email address you need to fill 
out an application with your signature.  Anytime you fill out an application it must include 
your signature to be valid.  If your membership is up for renewal and you haven’t received 
your reminder letter with application or if you have paid for your membership and you 
haven’t received your new membership card please don’t hesitate to contact me. The bottom 
section is now the insurance information required. It is important to complete all sections 
correctly and to the best of your ability. If you would like to name more than 1 beneficiary 
just add the same information to the back of the insurance form.  Thank you for being a 
valued member of Forest Chapter. You are what help make ABATE Forest 
Chapter GREAT. 
Holly Levan Membership Trustee
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Laurelei Haines
Paul Halloway
Ruth Ann Hayes Tucker
Camma Jaquith
Tina Anne Lalonde
John Lapane  
Gilbert Lee
Dixie Mae Leone
Valerie Lord
James MacDonald

Robert Nelson
Robert Obrien
John Ray Radford
Roy Swindle
Linda Themuda
Randy Tucker
Craigg Voorhees
Lisa Winkler
Pia Yurs

  HAPPY  BIRTHDAY

How would you like to be a recipient of a recruitment pin like the one 
pictured above?

Membership has 2 ways you can earn a pin.  First every quarter if you are the member 
who recruits the most new members you will receive the pin.  Second way is now till 
June 1st the member who brings back the most members that left their membership 
lapse in 2021 will receive a pin. Below is a list of the memberships that expired in 2021.

 Laurelei Haines  Robert Nelson
Ruth Ann Hayes Tucker     Robert Obrien
Camma Jaquith 
Tina Anne Lalonde
John Lapane 
Gilbert Lee

Mike Beith  
Kevin Coffield 
Tom Cumby 
Curtis Curl 
Michelle Curl   
Sandy Gee
Mary Giltner Dixie Mae Leone

Valerie Lord

John Ray Radford
Roy Swindle
Linda Themuda
Randy Tucker              
Craigg Voorhees

Remind them for just $20 they will have voting privileges in the chapter, receive an 
emailed monthly newsletter, a $4000 AD&D insurance policy and many opportunities 
to meet new people and have fun at the same time while promoting motorcycle safety 
and awareness.  A little tid bit about the AD&D you may not know this policy covers 
you no matter how the accident occurred. Whether it be a motorcycle, car, truck 
pedestrian, or bicycle are just a few examples.

 Please take the time to wish the following Forest Chapter members who will be celebrating 
their special day in April a Happy Birthday.

Neil Bates    James Dalke    Diana Gunn    Deborah Guthrie    Paul Holloway
Mary Ann Johnson    Matthew Johnson    Paul Jones    Matthew Kelly
Russell Pace    Barbara Peterson    Dan Rop    Sheryl Samec Brenner

Forest Members In Our Thoughts
Please keep Petra Suwarsky and family in your thoughts on a passing of a loved one dear to 
their heart.
Please keep ABATE of Florida, Gator Alley Chapter and the family of John 'Frizz' Stevens in 
your thoughts on his untimely passing.  Frizz was President of Gator Alley. Please keep 
Parish Tanner and family in your thoughts on the passing of his mother.
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Greetings Fellow Members and Supporters!
    Here is a short report on the annual ride to the State Capitol on February 
14th, 2022 . I must first mention that it was a disappointment to see that only 
three people from our Chapter showed up for this most important event of 
the year. Our President John Melin, Vice President Bridgette Pace and I, the 
Legislative Trustee, were the only ones to ride with approximately 70 plus 
other motorcycles. The three of us rode up to Monticello on the Saturday 
before. We attended the State meeting on Sunday and then joined the ride on 
Monday. We also stayed one more additional night so that we could spend 
some more time seeing our Legislators and their Aides on Tuesday.
  We learned quickly that House Bill 743 - Violations Against Vulnerable 
Road Users and Senate Bill 1252 - Traffic Offenses died in committees and 
never made it to the floor. House Bill 2573 – Safety and Education Money 
was not allocated specifically in the proposed budget. There is a slight chance 
we could still get some money but at this point, not likely.
  Over the two days that we were at the Capitol, the three of us got to speak to 
Legislators, to include Rep. Stan McClain and Rep. Brannan as well as a few 
legislative aides. Much as we had learned before and have been told by our 
State ABATE Legislative Trustee and VP Darren “Scribe” Brooks, if you wait 
until the ride to the Capitol to put in a plea for our Bills, you are too late. As 
soon as our Bills are sponsored is the time to start communicating with our 
Legislators.
  That being said, Forest Chapter President Melin suggested that we put 
together a committee early this year and organize a planned ride, possibly 
including other Chapters, to ride to the Capitol so that we can discuss early 
on the importance of our sponsored Bills.
  There is a lot of truth to the proverbial saying, “The squeaky wheel gets the 
grease!” In the interest of our safety on our roads, we must all be a lot more 
active in pursuing our cause. That is the power of our Motorcycle Safety and 
Rights Organization! You can’t say that you truly are a legislative warrior for 
all bikers, if you just sit idly by.
Thank you for your continued membership and support!
Russell “Ace” Pace



Senators
District 5…………......…..Jennifer Bradley
Capitol Office (850) 487-5005
District Office (904) 278-2085
District 8…………………..…..Keith Perry
Capitol Office (850) 487-5008
District Office (353) 264-4040
District 12…………………Dennis Baxley
Capitol Office (850) 487-5012
District Office (352) 750-3133

House of Representatives
District 20………..….Yvonne Hayes Hinson
Capitol Office (850) 717-5020
District Office (352) 264-4001
District 22…………............……..Joe Harding
Capitol Office (850) 717-5022
District Office (352) 291-4436
District 23……………....…..….Stan McClain
Capitol Office (850) 717-5023
District Office (904) 278-2085
District 33…………..…….......….Brett Hage 
Capitol Office...........................(850) 717 5033
District Office..........................(352) 315 4445
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WHO YOU GONNA CALL?
A List of State Senators and Representatives for Marion County

Adam Carlisle Feb 18
Tammy Carlisle Feb 18
Nick Howard Feb 18
Rodney Howell Feb 18

Thanks & 
Ride safe John

Safety-

Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month is in May.  We will be holding our safety 
sign contest all month.  Please share the letter in this newsletter or get a full 
sized one at our meeting, with local businesses and encourage them to 
participate.  I would like to see Marion County plastered with motorcycle 
safety messages for May.

joe
Cross-Out
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7/1/2022

Beer, Wine
Mixed Drinks

Hot Dogs, Nachos 
Popcorn

14100 N Hwy 19
Salt Springs Fl 32134

Hours
Wed-Fri 5-11
Sat- Sun 2-11

6/1/2022

Fri. Nights
Bike Nights

$2.00 Drafts
5 to 6

We Would Love To Hear From You

We would love to hear about a trip you took; a bit of knowledge you 
have that may help someone out, or even a funny story.  Just write it 
up and send it to Joejw1@aol.com with the subject: For Forest 
Chapter Newsletter (so I don’t think its junk mail) or send it snail 
mail to  
Abate Of Florida –Forest Chapter
  PO Box 2409
 Silver Springs, FL 34489
Hope to hear from you soon. RIDE SAFE & BE SAFE

Joe Wieland, Forest Chapter Newsletter Editor
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6/1/2022

SOME NOTABLE TRIAL RESULTS!

$9.6 MILLION VERDICT AWARDED TO INJURED MOTORCYCLIST

On November 11, 2018, Joe S. was riding his motorcycle at a lawful rate of speed south 
bound on North Citrus Avenue in Crystal River, Florida and had the right of way.  A north 
bound sport utility vehicle turned left in front of Joe S. violating his right of way. Joe S. and 
his motorcycle slammed into the passenger side of the sport utility vehicle, and he sustained 
severe facial lacerations and multiple fractures to his left arm and pelvis.  First – Responders 
called for Joe S. to be transported by Life Flight helicopter immediately to Ocala Regional 
Medical Center’s Level Two Trauma Center. Doctors and staff there saved Joe S.’s life and 
performed multiple surgeries on his face, left arm and pelvis.  After seven weeks in ORMC, 
Joe S.  was discharged home into the care of family members. His serious and permanent 
injuries have had a profoundly adverse effect on his quality of life.

Ocala personal injury and motorcycle accident lawyer, Dan Hightower, filed a negligence 
lawsuit on behalf of his client, Joe S. in Citrus County, Florida in 2019. During the week of 
February 10, 2020, Mr. Hightower tried the case in Citrus County Circuit Court.  After the 
conclusion of the trial, a verdict was rendered by the Court in favor of Joe S.  and against the 
Defendant SUV driver for $9,661,232.98.

When asked for comment on the verdict, Mr. Hightower simply said two things:  1) “Justice 
was served” and 2) “Watch out for motorcycles.”
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8970 SW 27TH AVE.
 Ocala, Fl 34476

(Owners)

Cold Beer & 
Full Liquor 
License

352-237-7970

Joyce & Woody

You Ain't been 
anywhere till you 
been to Nowhere

10/1/2022 4/1/2022
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4/1/2022
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187

nproducts.

OPEN DAILY 10am-2am
Full Liquor Bar & Package

Happy Hour Mon - Fri 4pm-7pm 

Dallas Inn
16860 S HWY 301 

Summerfield, Fla 34491
352-245-5002

Backyard BBQ'
With Live Bands,  Food Menu 

ATM Debit/Cards Cards Accepted

DAILY SPECIALS
Tues; Free Pool All Day
Wed: Free Bingo at 4pm

Fri &Sat 8pm to 12am Entertainment 

6/1/2022

8/1/2022

352-274-3164

6/1/2022
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"browbeating" its simply a message that 
your missed AND your needed! Many of 
you have work, Health or family issues 
that prevent your attendance. and like 
you your Forest Chapter BOD has all of 
those things in their life as well. We 
cover for one another in times of need 
and we have had a great BOD team 
working for you in the past couple of 
years. I'm a straight shooter -- so I have a 
question for you... What keeps you from 
making your Forest Chapter of ABATE a 
priority in attendance? I can take the 
heat if this note gets up your crawl 
because its more important to know how 
we can build attendance and see our 
Brothers & Sisters in attendance. We 
need you all, not just with your 
important membership of this grass 
roots legislative Motorcyclist's rights 
mission but because we ARE Brothers 
and Sisters that need to form unity and 
maintain unity.. So, come to the General 
Meetings and stick around afterward to 
socialize. Come to the events and 
participate so your BOD and the few 
proud ABATE Members have some 
help. Our upcoming Event Planning 
Meeting is July 15th @ 4pm at Russ & 
Bridge's house 2217 NE 36th Place, 
Ocala, Florida 34479. 352-361-1262. 
Bring your 

Pie-O-Mine & Greens Ocala
4414 SW College Road
Ocala, Florida 34474

352-369-0369

OPEN
 Mon-Thurs 11AM to 8PM
Fri-Sat 11AM to 8:30PM

Sun 11AM to 8PM

4/1/2022
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We've got the coldest beer in town
11:00 AM 365 DAYS A YEAR

Food Available Too! Burgers, BBQ, Pizza & More

;
Biker Friendly

Great Kick Stand Parking
Poker Runs Welcome 

Pavilion Outside

23740 NE Highway 314
Salt Springs, Fla, 32134

(352)685-2244

Sun. 12-4 PM
Bloody Marys

$5.00

Cocktails, Beer 
Wine, Package Store

Live Music
Sat, Nights 8-12 PM

2/1/2023
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    4/1/2023
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PRODUCTS FOR SALE

You can purchase any of the products below at any general membership 
meeting, bike night that we are set up at, or event we are participating in.

Bottle Opener $5.00

Pocket Knife $5.00

 Pocket Flash Light $3.00

We also have a variety of meat sticks available for $1.50 a piece.  If you want 
to purchase and don’t have cash we do take check or cards.  So don’t go 
away hungry or not being prepared with one of our items. 



Page 24

2/1/2023

3/1/2022
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ABATE of Florida, Inc.- Forest Chapter
P.O. Box 2409

Silver Springs, FL 34489

Valued Business Owner,

    As president of ABATE of Florida, Inc- Forest Chapter, I am asking that 
you display motorcycle safety messages on your marquee or other signs in 
the period leading up to and through the month of May for Motorcycle 
Safety and Awareness Month.  The Marion County Commission as well as 
the five incorporated areas of Marion County have proclaimed May as 
Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month.  ABATE of Florida, Inc is a statewide 
motorcycle safety and motorcycle rights organization.  Forest Chapter 
covers the Marion County area.

  By displaying these messages, we can raise awareness of motorcycle in our 
area and potentially prevent deadly accidents.  It will also show that our 
towns and businesses are motorcycle friendly and bring business to you.  I 
have enclosed a list of example messages on the back of this letter.  We will 
provide yard signs with the safety message, free of charge, if you want to 
participate in our contest.

  Email or text a photo of your sign to the contact information below.  We 
will post the pictures to our Facebook page. 
   Some photos will be featured in our newsletter, based on Facebook
 reactions.  The photo with the most positive reactions, will earn you a free 
three-month, ¼-page advertisement in our newsletter. 

  Thank-you for considering our request and we hope to see our roads 
covered with support for motorcycle safety during these times.  You can 
contact me at 352-318-6514 or forest.abate@gmail.com.

John Melin
Chapter President
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